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Instrumentation
Full Score					 1
Alto Saxophone 1				 1
Alto Saxophone 2				 1
Tenor Saxophone 1				 1
Tenor Saxophone 2 				 1
Baritone Saxophone				 1
Trumpet 1					 1
Trumpet 2					 1
Trumpet 3					 1
Trumpet 4 1
Trombone 1					 1
Trombone 2					 1
Trombone 3					 1
Trombone 4 1
Guitar 1
Piano						 1
Bass						 1
Drums						 1

True North
GEORGE WHITTY & ERIC MARIENTHAL

Arranged by KRIS BERG
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PRACTICE TRACKS

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found 
and used by going to excelciamusic.com 
and searching for the title of this piece.

True North
“True North” is a very hip contemporary jazz tune from the CD “Double Dealin’” recorded by GRAMMY award winners Eric Marienthal and Randy Brecker. Right away, I 
would like to recommend listening to the cut from their CD, as this will show style and be a great reference for your soloists. This arrangement was debuted at a JEN Conference 
in Dallas and will be featured on my 4th CD with my Metroplexity Big Band.
 
The style of the piece is a floaty, 1/8 note based groove (ECM) with a little bit of funk involved in the solo sections. George Whitty’s Piano part here is important for capturing 
the style of the piece. On Bass, the original features John Pattituci on Acoustic Bass, but this arrangement will easily work with electric, especially a fretless electric. 
 
I heard a great band director once say, “All the notes are long, unless they aren’t!” LEGATO is a keyword for this arrangement. Everything should be connected and flow. Short 
notes are marked with staccatos or accents, but don’t play them too short. Just separated. 
 
There is a little soloing for the featured Alto Sax and Jazz Trumpet. Not much here is needed, save your big stuff for later. When the melody hits, your Alto Sax and Trumpet 
should be in-tune and phrased well together. Still sounding individual, but also as a pair with regards to balance. The Bass joins the melody a bit at ms. 49. Be sure to bring 
your part out here through ms. 54. Bass is provided a solo spot at 66. This should be lyrical in style. No slapping or plucking please!! 
 
Bring things down at the beginning of the Trumpet solo to provide room to build. At 98 the chord for the trumpet says “C-ish”. It’s basically dominant, but the soloist can go 
where he wants. This is where listening to Mr. Brecker on the original will pay big dividends. The Sax solo at 114 doesn’t drop too far down, starting with a straight ahead, 
almost pop groove. 
 
Shout starts at 136. Trumpets should be big, but lyrical without an edgy sound. Lead Trumpet gets a spot to shine at 147. Be sure to bring that out! 
 
Let me explain rehearsal markings for the ending. Essentially, we have a 4-bar repeated phrase that keeps building. I used some marking other than measure numbers to help 
you help your players keep their place. I like to just hold up the appropriate number of fingers to cue each new section. Works like a charm. For the outro, I just make a fist, and 
we hit the big finish!
 
“True North” is an instant favorite of mine. I feel blessed to have worked with Randy and Eric on this and I know you will love this chart. Please feel free to contact me with 
your questions and comments. kris@krisbergjazz.com

About the Arranger
Kris Berg is an international best-selling composer and arranger. He has written charts for Kurt Elling, Sean Jones, Veronica Swift, Delfeayo Marsalis, 

Wayne Bergeron and Chris Vadala, for honors bands in Texas, Oklahoma, Arizona, South Carolina, Maine, Maryland and Missouri, and for 
professional, college and public school bands around the globe.

A recipient of 8 Global Music Awards, Mr. Berg has released two highly acclaimed CD’s (MAMA Records) as leader of the Metroplexity Big 
Band. “Time Management” and “This Time/Last Year” feature his unique writing and arranging. “Perspectives”, his new CD, was released 2021. 
He has appeared or recorded with the likes of Wayne Bergeron, Phil Woods, Kurt Elling, Randy Brecker, Peter Erskine, Delfeayo Marsalis, and 
Bob Mintzer and has directed All-State Jazz Bands in Nebraska, Montana, Oklahoma, Maine, South Carolina, Arkansas, South Dakota, Nevada, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Arizona, Texas and Wyoming.

Kris is currently the Jazz Program Director for the Greater Dallas Youth Orchestra program and Music Director at Willow Bend Church in Plano, 
Texas. He taught college for almost 30 years and is the founder of the award-winning Jazz Program at Collin College including the Collin Jazz Fest 

and the Texas All-Star Jazz Camp.

krisbergjazz.com krisbergjazz excelciamusicpublishing
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Full	Score

True	North
Recorded	by	Randy	Brecker	and	Eric	Marienthal	on	the	album	"Double	Dealin' "
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