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PRACTICE TRACKS

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found 
and used by going to excelciamusic.com 
and searching for the title of this piece.

“Groovezilla” bursts to life with a deep, infectious groove and showcases the rhythmic precision and ensemble cohesion at the core of great Jazz playing. Written at a moderate tempo 
with a deep, infectious pocket, the chart centers around a syncopated rhythmic groove that serves as the foundation for bold melodic statements and driving horn section writing. 
Each section of the band is given a moment to shine: the Saxophones deliver punchy, riff-based lines in a tight section soli; the Trumpets respond with tasty articulative phrases; and 
the Trombones bring warmth and power through their own featured passage. The rhythm section propels the music with style and precision, locking in the groove while contributing 
dynamic fills and exchanges that keep the energy flowing. 

While “Groovezilla” celebrates the funk and fusion sounds that have influenced generations of Jazz musicians, it remains accessible and rewarding for developing ensembles. Its layered 
textures, ensemble coordination challenges, and opportunities for expressive phrasing provide both pedagogical value and plenty of musical fun.

Additionally, the title, “Groovezilla”, offers a playful nod to the “monster” nature of the tune—big, bold, and groove-hungry! From its first beat to its final hit, this chart comes alive with 
the energy and attitude of a musical creature that just can’t stop groovin’!

“Groovezilla” was commissioned by the Stillman Middle School Jazz Ensemble (Brownsville ISD, Brownsville TX) under the direction of David Ramirez, to celebrate the group’s 
invitation to perform at the 2026 TMEA Clinic/Convention and to showcase their energy, spirit, and musicianship.
 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 
Encourage the rhythm section to establish a solid, relaxed groove before adding horns—time feel and consistency are essential to the chart’s success. Emphasize balance between rhythm 
section and horns so that the groove supports rather than competes with melodic lines. Work with wind players on articulations that match the style—short, lifted, and rhythmic without 
being overly accented. The section solis benefit from careful dynamic shaping and matched phrasing across each section. Finally, remind the ensemble that this piece thrives on energy 
and feel—once the notes are solid, focus on making it groove naturally and confidently.

You may want to use some of the solo features but not ALL of the solo features and that’s fine if it’s best for your group. 

	 •  To skip the Sax feature play through m. 36 (eliminate Sax note on beat 4) and jump to m. 60 (eliminate Sax material in measures 60 and 61). 
	 •  To skip the Trombone feature play through m. 60 and jump to m. 84 (Saxes can hold the note from measure 61 over 84 if you are going from Sax soli to Trumpet soli). 
	 •  To skip the Trumpet feature play through m. 84 and jump to m. 108 (eliminate Trumpet material in measures 108 and 109).
 
The piece’s dynamic contrasts—between smooth, flowing sections and sharp, jagged moments—require a high level of sensitivity and communication within the ensemble. The 
ensemble’s ability to “read” the emotional and rhythmic fluctuations within the music will be key to delivering the piece’s full impact.

Groovezilla

About the Composer

petersciaino.com sciainomusic petersciaino excelciamusicpublishing

Peter Sciaino (b.1975) is a passionate music educator, author and composer of band and orchestra music for all levels. He is currently published with Alfred 
Music, C.L. Barnhouse Company, C. Alan Publications, Carl Fischer Music, Excelcia Music Publishing, RWS Music Company and Wingert-Jones Publications 

in the United States and Hafabra Music in Europe. Additionally, Peter has had music selected to Bandworld Magazine’s Top 100, J.W. Pepper’s Editors’ Choice 
and various state assessment lists.

Peter holds a BM from Syracuse University in Music Education and an MA from New York University in Music Composition. An instrumental music teacher 
at Whippany Park High School (NJ) for over 20 years, he directs both the concert band and jazz ensemble while co-directing the marching band and 
teaching AP Music Theory.

Peter writes and arranges music for marching bands, jazz ensembles, and chamber ensembles in addition to his work with symphonic groups. He also serves 
as a clinician and guest conductor and accepts commissions for original work. 

His professional affiliations include ASCAP, NAfME, and NJMEA. Peter resides in New Jersey with his wife and two children. In his spare time, Peter listens to and collects jazz on vinyl 
while obsessing over small-batch, independent coffee roasters.
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