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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

With a career spanning 35+ years in American music education, Christina M.

Huss has taught and conducted bands at both the middle school and high

school level, most recently as Director of Bands at Valdosta Middle School,
where she retired in 2016. Throughout her career, Ms. Huss’” bands have
performed in multiple venues throughout the Southeastern United
States and have consistently received superior ratings in various state
and regional events.

Ms. Huss has served in a variety of roles in state music affiliations, and
has enjoyed several honors and awards, including Teacher of the Year and
STAR Teacher, during her 28-year tenure at Brooks County High School in
Quitman, GA. Since retiring, Christina enjoys composing music for band, and
continues to teach band part-time at Berrien Middle School in Nashville, GA.

A native of Georgia, Ms. Huss is a founding co-director and conductor of the Azglea Winds Community
Band based in Valdosta, GA, where she continues to perform and segve as an adj or, guest conductor,
and clinician. % ¢
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After taking on this amazing project, I quickly realize@t I Wa%@ compose a band piece that would

not only capture the feel and sounds of the mg urrg ut also touch upon the widespread
devastation and loss experienced by so many. ver, | ddn’t want to end there—I also wanted to
capture a bit of Appalachia, and the beauty o aguifent, ancient area. Most importantly, I hoped to

convey the incredible courage and stren IK s peo% ey recovered from one of the worst natural
disasters in American history. Q 0

This work is inspired by the mgje &d resi of the Appalachian region, beginning with the quiet
trickle of rain as clouds gathen% e mow‘ﬁins. Echoes of traditional Appalachian tunes set the scene,
leading into a proud main theWe—a eville motif’—representing both the natural beauty and
the enduring spirit of the people of &K&gion Solo passages highlight the rivers, streams, and ridges,
while familiar melodies such as Bl@s the Color and Wayfaring Stranger weave through the landscape,
grounding the music in its cult ots.

As the piece unfolds, the ca ns turbulent: rivers overflow, melodies fragment, and the music portrays
the destructive power of the storm. Out of this turmoil, Amazing Grace emerges—first in a minor key,
then transforming into a radiant, hopeful statement with rich harmonies and countermelodies. The return
of the Asheville motif, now altered and strengthened, closes the piece, reflecting resilience and renewal as
the mountains and rivers endure.

Unimaginable was commissioned by band director Frances Shelton to honor Western North Carolina’s
resiliency after the devastation of Hurricane Helene. With support from The Women Band Directors

International Foundation, Inc., and the Biltmore Music Showcase, this expressive piece was premiered
by the Asheville Community Band from Asheville, North Carolina, in the fall of 2025.
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excelciamusic.com/christina-huss cmhuss band_lady excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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