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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

William Owens (b. 1963) is a native of Gary, Indiana. He is a seasoned
music educator and very active as a composer, clinician and conductor
throughout the United States and Canada. His compositional style for
young ensembles displays a keen, practical approach which has firmly
established him as a leader in the field. Since 1993, Mr. Owens has written
over 200 commissioned and published works for concert band, string
orchestra and small ensemble. His music is performed and appears on
required music lists nationally and abroad.

William is a 1985 graduate of Chicago’s VanderCook College of Music and

the recipient of numerous awards and grants for composition. Professional

memberships include the American Society of Composers Authors and Publishers

(ASCAP), the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA), the Association of Small School Bands
(ATSSB) and Phi Beta Mu International Bandmasters Fraternity, *

William resides in Fort Worth, TX with his wife and best f@ eorgl
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If you're ever in the city of New Orlea und rnoon and see a group of festive dancers led
by a Brass Band happily making its wn the t chances are you're seeing a SECOND LINE
parade! With 19th-century origins a ten ) e jazz funeral, the second line consisted of dancers
and enthusiastic part1c1pants w o ed theWgd to celebrate the passing of a loved one into heavenly
new life.

Tuneful and joyous melodies pas essly through the various sections as the Percussion keeps it all

Fashioned in the true spirit of a sex ine Brass Band, the piece is festive from beginning to end.
joyful and lively. t f

Performance Suggestions
A few ideas for adding a bit of authenticity to your performance...

- Optional solos (Trumpets, Trombone, Tuba) in M.15-30
- A small marching Bass Drum played with two medium-hard mallets
- A metal Snare Drum with the snares slightly loosened and the muffler

II'

off, as you might want it to sound a little “dirty”!

o

williamowensmusic.com william.owens.581 excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.



Commissioned by the Reeths-Puffer Instrumental Music Department; Muskegon, MI
Honoring Mr. Rich Erne and his many years of service to music education
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