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ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Gene Milford, a native of Canton, Ohio, is a Senior Lecturer in Music at The
University of Akron. He holds degrees from Kent State University including
a Masters of Arts in Music History and a PhD in Music Education.

Apublicschool, instrumental, music educator with 30 years of experience,

his ensembles consistently receive superior ratings at adjudicated events

and are performed at state and national professional conferences. Dr.

Milford has served as guest conductor, clinician, and adjudicator and
presented clinic sessions at regional and national conferences. His articles
on music education have appeared in Triad, The Instrumentalist, Dialogues
in Instrumental Music Education, and Contributions to Music Education.

As a composer and arranger, he has received numerous commissions, grants, and awards and has more
than 100 published works for band, orchestra, choir, and small ensembles. Many of his compositions
appear on state required lists. His professional affiliations include the Ohio Music Education Association,
where he has served as a district president and on numerous comymittees at e district and state
level; American School Band Directors Association (ASBDA ), haysy served chair, National Band
Association, Phi Beta Mu, Phi Kappa Lambda, and the Am oci omposers, Authors and
Publishers (ASCAP), having received the ASCAP Plus f@ He w 2006 inductee to the Ohio

Band Directors Hall of Fame. :\\
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(I SAW THREE SIC MARINERS HYMN)

Christmas is celebrated around thegwoNd in dlfferent situations; two nautical-related holiday
songs are set as a tribute to those re ats

Robert Louis Stevenson’s 1888 Peem Cli s at Sea recounts a storm-tossed ship off the Scottish coast,
and a young sailor longing for the co of Christmas at the family fireside as they sail out to sea.

li@ carol I Saw Three Ships with two variants of the English carol tune,
0 and a second at M.46-85.

The melodies included are the
the more familiar melody i

The earliest printed version dates to the 17th century. It is particularly popular in the south of England
and the Appalachian area of the U.S. Numerous variants have been collected, and there are various
interpretations of the lyrics.

The melody is known variously as Sicilian Mariners’ Hymn, O Santissima (“O Most Holy”), and in English,
O, How Joyfully. Both Haydn and Beethoven made choral settings of the melody. The designation Sicilian
Mariners” Hymn comes from the practice of Sicilian sailors singing the melody in the evening while

praying for a safe voyage.

Note: If a ship’s bell is not available, playing B-flat and A-flat simultaneously on Orchestra Bells or
Vibraphone could substitute, or a B-flat handbell.

| You

excelciamusic.com/gene-milford excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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