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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Carol Brittin Chambers is currently the composer and owner of Aspenwood
Music, aspenwoodmusic.com, and a highly sought-after conductor and
clinician. She lives in San Antonio, Texas, where she is also on the music
faculty at Texas Lutheran University, teaching composition and serving
as Composer in Residence. Chambers is commissioned each year to
compose and arrange works for concert band, marching band, orchestra,
and various other ensembles. Her concert works have been selected to
the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List and the Bandworld Top 100 and
have been performed at state educator conferences across the country,
the Midwest Clinic in Chicago, and other international events. She was
named the winner of the 2019 WBDI (Women Band Directors International)
Composition Competition and also served as the 2025 TBA Texas Bandmasters
Association Featured Composer. She has arranged and orchestrated marching shows
for multitudes of high school bands nationwide, as well as The Crossmen Drum Corps. Chambers travels
coast-to-coast conducting music ensembles of all ability levels and ages, and she has now joined the
Conn Selmer Educational Team as an Educational Clinician. Before coming to TLU, Chambers taught
middle school and high school band and private lessons for many years in the {o)h East Independent
School District, San Antonio, TX. She has also consistently pgr. ed w# @Ds such as the Mid-
Texas and San Antonio Symphonies. Chambers received a Ma IQQ umpet Performance from
ec

Northwestern University and a Bachelor of Music Educ om Te h University. She studied
under Vincent Cichowicz, Will Strieder, John Paynter, Ar acobs s Sudduth, and Pat Anthony.
I

Fire Within was commissioned by th &Centra % School Band in Retsof, NY. It premiered in
spring 2024 under the direction of $ Dev1 . Fire Within explores the idea of an inner spark—

the motivation, passion, and dri at can € within each of us during moments of purpose or
transformation. The title is no to sugﬁst iteral flames, but rather the emotional energy that fuels

creativity, perseverance, and s dlSCO
The work opens with an intense a opulsive musical landscape. Driving, energetic rthythms and a
predominantly minor tonal palet ate a sense of urgency and raw momentum, evoking the feeling of

something powerful sizzli the surface. This opening section channels a primal energy, setting
the stage for the journey 1:%

In contrast, the middle section shifts to a more lyrical and reflective character. Here, the music becomes
expressive and introspective, offering space to consider the deeper source of that inner fire and search for
meaning in the glow of the newly kindled light. Gradually, the lines broaden and the harmony intensifies,
building toward a soaring, passionate apex that represents the moment when inspiration and conviction
fully take hold.

The final section returns to the opening’s rhythmic vitality, now infused with renewed strength and clarity.
Themes reemerge with greater intensity, driving the music forward to an exhilarating conclusion—an
affirmation of the enduring flame that continues to burn within us all.

o

aspenwoodmusic.com aspenwoodmusic/carol excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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