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Instrumentation

Grade 1/2

Full Score					     1
Flute	 8
Oboe (Opt. Flute 2)	 2
B≤ Clarinet	 8
Bass Clarinet	 2
Alto Saxophone	 5
Tenor Saxophone	 2
Baritone Saxophone	 2
B≤ Trumpet	 8
Horn in F	 4
Alternate Horn in F	 2
Trombone/Euphonium/Bassoon	 6
Alternate Trombone	 2
Baritone T.C.	 2
Tuba	 4
String Bass	 2
Timpani	 2
Mallets	 2
     Bells	
Percussion 1	 2
     Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum
Percussion 2	 4
     Crash Cymbals, Brake Drum,
     Shaker, Wind Chimes	

Ashstorm and Nettlefire
(Dragonesses of the Deep)
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Our resident dragon expert is my oldest granddaughter. Immersed in dragon lore since she was very 
little, she is currently writing a graphic novel about dragons. So, when I wanted to write a piece about 
dragons, I naturally turned to my granddaughter, who quickly named my dragons “Ashstorm” and 
“Nettlefire.” She explained they were fierce, loyal dragonesses that lived deep in the ocean in a peaceful, 
thriving dragon community. However, my granddaughter cautioned me not to venture too close to their 
home in the deep, lest we find out exactly why our dragonesses are named Ashstorm and Nettlefire!

Ashstorm and Nettlefire is a fun piece for young band students as they approach their initial set of concerts 
as new musicians. Using only the first 6 notes of the concert B-flat scale, this piece is accessible in the 
beginning year of instruction and beyond. Students will shine when it is their turn to play the melody, 
and percussionists will especially enjoy enhancing the music with a variety of cool instruments like the 
brake drum (or anvil), shaker, and wind chimes.

With a big thank you for letting me into your dragon world, this piece is dedicated to my granddaughter 
Ava. Can’t wait to read your dragon graphic novel!

I hope your students enjoy playing Ashstorm and Nettlefire: Dragonesses of the Deep as much as I enjoyed 
writing it and learning about the everyday lives of dragons. May all our students happily explore their 
passions to the fullest.

About the Composer

Ashstorm and Nettlefire
(Dragonesses of the Deep)

Laura Estes taught middle and high school band for 36 years before retiring 
in 2018 from the Cobb County School System (GA). Upon retirement she 

began composing, and her first piece Kvetchers (Surprises in Controversial 
Time) was accepted for publication in Excelcia’s 2020 catalog. In addition 
to her music being performed at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Estes’ 
concert works have been selected for the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice 
List as well as being named Five Star Features from Stanton’s Sheet 

Music. With her composition Walking on Air, Estes was named the winner 
of the 2021 Women Band Directors International (WBDI) Composition 

Competition. 

Throughout Estes’ career, her bands consistently earned Superior ratings at performance evaluations, and she 
was awarded the National Band Association’s Citation of Excellence as her middle and high school bands 
were selected to perform at clinics in the Southeast. 

A South Florida native, Estes earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from The Florida State 
University and her Master’s Degree in Music Education from Georgia State University. In addition to 
composing, Estes continues to serve as an adjudicator, guest conductor, clinician, and mentor. Estes and 
her husband Gil reside in Marietta, GA, and have 5 amazing children: Adrienne, April, Eric, Daniel, 
and Michelle.

excelciamusicpublishingexcelciamusic.com/laura-estes
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Flute

Oboe
(Opt. Flute 2)

Bb Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

Alto 
Saxophone

Tenor 
Saxophone

Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 

Horn in F

Alternate 
Horn in F

Trombone/
Euphonium/
Bassoon

Alternate
Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Mallets
(Bells)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Suspended Cymbal,
Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Crash Cymbal, 
Brake Drum, Shaker,
Wind Chimes)
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Full Score

LAURA ESTES
(ASCAP)

Ashstorm and Nettlefire
Dragonesses of the Deep

Recording available on all major streaming services
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COMPLETE WARM-UP for BAND
The

A Modular Approach to Fundamental Development

Carol Brittin Chambers
& Tyler Arcari

Better by Sight
(Four Steps to Mastering Sight Reading)

Tyler Arcari

A New Way to Sight Read Better!

Better by Sight
(Four Steps to Mastering Sight Reading)

Tyler Arcari

Better by Sight
Tyler A

rcari

Better by Sight, a 
comprehensive classroom method packed with 165 exercise lines with most being fully 
harmonized sight reading etudes. Organized into eight units that explore common keys, 
rhythmic relationships, dynamics, and style markings, each section breaks down etudes into 
manageable steps. This approach reinforces sight reading as an "at-sight" skill, meaning 
students can directly engage with the material without any pre-reading preparation. Tailored to 
reinforce learning, the book includes four mastery etudes after each unit and concludes with 

and composer Tyler Arcari, these etudes smoothly transition from unison exercises to fully 

This groundbreaking, full-color book enhances the learning experience by visually reinforcing 
musical concepts. As Tyler Arcari remarks, "This is the type of classroom set I would have begged 

.˙ œ-

˙ ˙

˙
˙

˙
˙

˙
˙

Conductor

9 5 0 0 0 4 7 4

Conductor    W
B2432TB

Concert Band

Full Color Book • Companion Video Series

Discover the innovative 4-step system to mastering sight reading 
in Better by Sight, a comprehensive classroom method packed 
with 165 exercise lines with most being fully harmonized sight 
reading etudes. This groundbreaking full-color book enhances the 
learning experience by visually reinforcing musical concepts.

Books in this series include:
Conductor  •  Flute  •  Oboe  •  B≤ Clarinet 1 & 2  •  B≤ Bass Clarinet

Alto Saxophone  •  Tenor Saxophone  •  Baritone Saxophone
B≤ Trumpet 1 & 2  •  Horn in F  •  Low Brass 1 & 2  •  Baritone T.C. 1 & 2

Tuba  •  Mallet Percussion & Battery Percussion

Created by well-known Composers and Music Educators Carol 
Brittin Chambers and Tyler Arcari, The Complete Warm-Up for 
Band is the quintessential method for preparing your ensemble 
for rehearsal & performance. This new daily fundamentals book 
creates an easy to use system that can be implemented with any 
amount of time, while still accomplishing a well-balanced and 
complete warm-up.

Includes
 •  Scale Module

 •  Technical Module
 •  Rhythmic Module
 •  Ensemble Module

 •  Body Module
 •  Tone Module

Student Books: Flute • Oboe • B ≤ Clarinet 1  •  B≤  Clarinet 2 • Bass Clarinet 
• Alto Saxophone Tenor Saxophone • Baritone Saxophone • B≤ Trumpet 1 

 B≤ Trumpet 2 • Horn in F • • Low Brass I (Bassoon I) Low Brass II (Bassoon II) 
 Baritone T.C. (Low Brass II) • Tuba • Mallet Percussion • Percussion
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