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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Laura Estes taught middle and high school band for 36 years before retiring in
2018 from the Cobb County School System (GA). Upon retirement she began
composing, and her first piece Kvetchers (Surprises in Controversial Time)
was accepted for publication in Excelcia’s 2020 catalog. In addition to her
music being performed at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Estes’ concert
works have been selected for the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List as well
as being named Five Star Features from Stanton’s Sheet Music. With her
composition Walking on Air, Estes was named the winner of the 2021
Women Band Directors International (WBDI) Composition Competition.

Throughout Estes’ career, her bands consistently earned Superior ratings at

performance evaluations, and she was awarded the National Band Association’s
Citation of Excellence as her middle and high school bands were selected to perform at clinics in the
Southeast.

A South Florida native, Estes earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from The Florida State
University and her Master’s Degree in Music Education from Georgia State UgiNersity. In addition to
composing, Estes continues to serve as an adjudicator, guest condugctor, cliqi'ﬁ mentor. Estes and
her husband Gil reside in Marietta, GA, and have 5 amazn@ @ ne, April, Eric, Daniel,

and Michelle.
N
WINDS OE CE

Writing Winds of Persistence was so much fun! \evel mposition celebrates the continuing journey
of the Kiser Middle School Band Program @1’:3 stud@during the long and fruitful tenure of band
director Tammy R. White, a Bassoonist avori d piece is Frank Erickson’s Rhythm of the Winds.
Tenacity, grit, determination, and the r ntless ¢t of excellence describe both Mrs. White and this

special band program in Greensbo C. Ar ith these thoughts, Winds of Persistence was born.
Winds of Persistence is a jazzy %ert pi h a driving beat, cool syncopation, and hints of the main
eighth-note rhythmic motif from Rhy &€ oyMe Winds. Musical surprises abound with Trombone glissandi

the solo/soli section that feature ombination of Bassoon, Bass Clarinet, Tenor Sax, Flute, Oboe, or

and quickly shifting dynamics, %{ very instrument has opportunities to shine. Get creative with
mallets. Percussionists will@*~ variety of instruments and the super-cool hi-hat solos throughout

the piece.

Dedication and Thank You

Many thanks to director Nick Eggen and the students of the Viera High School Band Program in Brevard
County, FL, for reading this piece live during the compositional process—a rare and special treat. Special
thanks also to my colleague Gary Gribble (retired director of Pope High School, Cobb County, GA) for
his help coming up with the catchy title.

Winds of Persistence is dedicated to band director Tammy R. White and all former, current, and future
students of the Kiser Middle School Band Program. Mrs. White has made an enduring mark on a
grateful Kiser band community with a legacy of excellence, calmly leading her students with “winds of
persistence.”

i You
Tube
excelciamusic.com/laura-estes excelciamusicpublishing

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.



Full Score Commssioned by the Kiser Middle School Band Boosters in celebration of the Kiser Tiger Middle School Band, 3
Greensboro, NC, and Band Director, Tammy R. White, for her years of dedicated service to the program.
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