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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

The title “A Dream to Build On” comes from the hope and possibility you feel when you take that first 
real step toward something you’ve wished for—the making of an idea or dream into an actual thing and 
the empowerment you feel after you’ve taken that action.

“A Dream to Build On” uses a fast/slow/fast form and begins with the energetic A theme: a lilting, triplet-
based melody in the high Strings over punctuated D pedal point triplet figures in the low Strings. The 
majestic B theme (M.21-28) suddenly changes the rhythmic feel with a graceful, straight eighths melody. 
The C theme (M.40-48) brings a burst of energy with an unexpected feel and tone change. Aggressive 
staccato, straight eighth-note figures played by the whole Orchestra vigorously propel us to a different 
musical place for eight measures. The triplet feel is reestablished in M.47-48 with the legato Violin run up 
over pulsing triplets and quarter notes in the low Strings.

The pastoral middle section (M.59-88) moves to the relative minor and creates an elegant and moody 
atmosphere. It features a singing Cello solo (M.61), pizzicato Basses, gentle sul tasto Violins and Violas, 
lush harmonies, and soaring, emotional high Strings (M.73). A tender subito piano section (M.83) with an 
optional Violin solo brings this section to a beautiful and tranquil close.

The explosive return of the C theme in M.89 suddenly reignites the energy of the piece. The tutti straight 
eighth-note marcato/staccato figures catapult us back into high energy mode. The bouncing triplet feel 
is reestablished in M.96-97 with the legato Violin run up over pulsing triplets and quarter notes in the 
low Strings. The stakes are raised higher as we build back to restate the spirited A theme (M.99) and the 
flowing B theme (M.107).

In M.115, the high String triplet theme continues over low String quarter-note pulses ascending the D 
major scale, starting on G. This climbing in the low Strings creates excitement and anticipation for the 
flashy sixteenth-note run up in the high Strings in M.124 to the final staccato-accented tonic D chord in 
M.125. The realization of a dream is beginning to take shape!

A Dream to Build On

About the Composer

Alan’s credits include songs and underscore for shows and attractions at 
Universal Studios Japan, Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal Studios Beijing, 

Shanghai Disney and Sesame Street Live. As an arranger and orchestrator, 
he has worked on Disney’s Cinderella: A Twist In Time and Cinderella: 
Twice Charmed, Paramount Pictures’ Paws Of Fury: The Legend Of 
Hank, the PBS Documentary Mel Brooks: Make A Noise, television’s 

Seventh Heaven as well as the Warner Brothers musical Secondhand 
Lions and the Ford’s Theatre musical Liberty Smith..

excelciamusicpublishingexcelciamusic.com/alan-silva
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Free Companion Video Series

Created by Tyler Arcari 
for Your  String Orchestra

A New Way 
to Sight Read Better!

Better by Sight
Four Steps to Mastering Sight Reading

Teacher Book $39.99
Student books $9.99 each
Full color books
An easy four step system
Fully harmonized etudes and musical works
Teacher book color-coded for quick reference
Free play-along companion video series
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