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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

There is nothing quite like stepping into your backyard on a warm summer night and witnessing the 
magical dance of fireflies as the air is illuminated with hundreds of tiny flickering points of light. But 
imagine just how breathtaking it would be to be an onlooker to thousands of fireflies flashing their 
brilliant lights in a synchronized symphony of light!

While this may sound like a scene taken from a dream, you can actually experience this for yourself. 
Approximately two weeks out of the year, between mid-May to mid-June, in a few locations high in the 
Great Smoky Mountains, you can view exactly that. This is because, in this part of the country, there is 
a special species of firefly that flashes in synchronous patterns, illuminating the entire forest with their 
warm glow during these early summer months.

In writing this piece, I wanted to musically capture the beauty, wonder, and amazement of this natural 
wonder so that everyone can enjoy the luminescent dance.

Dance of the Synchronous Fireflies

About the Composer
Matthew R. Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral 

director, composer, arranger, and educator. He received his B.A. in Music 
Education from Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina. He’s been 
teaching music in the North Carolina public school system for 27+ years. 
Matt also holds professional membership in both ASCAP and NAfME. 
Currently, he is the director of bands at Polk County Middle School in 
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