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About the Composer

Steve Wiest is a multiple Grammy-nominated trombonist, composer, author, and cartoonist. The former soloist and writer for Maynard

Ferguson, Steve went on to perform on the road with Doc Severinsen and the Old Tonight Show Orchestra as well as many other artists.

Steve has numerous recordings out as a leader, the most recent of which is the debut album from the critically-acclaimed all-star horn
band Vinyl Hampdin. Along with being the trombonist with the group, Wiest has composed and arranged all eleven tracks for their new
recording titled “RED.” Joining Steve in Vinyl Hampdin is an all-star assemblage of Grammy and Juno winners: Lisa Dodd, Frank David
Greene, Ray Herrmann, Sly5thAve, Stockton Helbing, Ryan Davidson, Eric Gunnison, Art Bouton, and Gerald Stockton.

e In the world of jazz education, Steve was formerly the Director of the One O’Clock Lab Band at TheUniversity of North Texas and is now
oy~ Co-Chair of Jazz Studies at The University of Denver’s Lamont School of Music where he teachesfarfangihg, composition, jazz trombone

and directs the award-winning Lamont Jazz Orchestra. In high demand as a clinician, composefane conductor, Wiest has directed many
all-state ensembles and appeared as a guest artist and clinician all over the world.

We Need to Talk

#3 in the Smart Phon€ Séxiés

There comes a time with any great technology where we need to return to basics. Whether it's “popping opemthe hood” to write some computer code to tweak a software
problem, (that is NOT something I'm equipped to do, BTW) or perhaps trying to solve a‘eomplex technical issuepy considering the simplest solution (Occam’s Razor.
Hmmm...that is another chart title for another time...) this approach can also be applied to the smartgphone.

Our smart phones currently have more computing power than the entirety of NASA dusing the Apolleg/ears! The great futurist Ray Kurzweil has even described these
amazing devices as “frontal cortex expanders” due to the staggering amount efsknowledge they give ussalways a keystroke away. And yet, there comes a moment beyond
texting, scrolling, googling, and everything else when it is simply time to*use the phone feature® That's right! How refreshing to actually speak to another human being using
our phones! Real-time conversation using spoken language: the original $o¢ial"media!

Into everyone’s life there comes a time when it can only be said: WesiNeéd'to Talk!

Rehearsal Tips

We Need to Talk is a half time-feel funk groove chart where the melodic infofmation‘is in a triplet-based swing feel. To play the drum groove as notated, play the half time
feel on the Ride Cymbal (half notes), close the Hi-hat with'your foot on all quasters, and integrate the Kick Drum with the Bass. With a backbeat on three (sometimes
anticipated by an eighth note to lock up with the Bass line) it'gives the illusion of a half time 4/4 back beat on two and four (easier felt than explained!) while actually

playing “cut time.” Simply put, play a half-time feel funk groove (ceunted/imfour and felt in two). As with all large ensemble jazz pieces, exaggerate the dynamic markings
and articulations.

As far as the programmatic aspects, the unusual figures that happen several times throughout the chart (for example measures 13-16) represents a ring tone that might
remind you that it would be easier to actually talk to somegmeythan it would be to type out a text with two thumbs. Also, the change-of-pace textures that happen with the
bridge (measure 26) and the color changes at measures 42%afid 50 represent the range of emotions that can happen with any great conversation.

The improvisation section is a fun place to be bluesyiand saulful. Over the concert C7(#9) chords you can use a simple minor pentatonic (C, Eb, F, G, Bb) or add the flat five
(Gb) to make a blues scale and channel your favorite jazz artist by copying blues riffs. If you really want to get fancy, you can use a HW diminished scale (C, Db, Eb, E, F4,

G, A, Bb) give it a try! As always, learn vocabulagy foriimprovisation by listening to and imitating recordings of great jazz artists (then tell your band director that you made
it up!) Have fun!

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found @ You
aZZ O O and used by going to excelciamusic.com

:c and searching for the title of this piece. steve-wiest.com excelciamusicpublishing
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