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A Yuletide Sea Shanty

TBB2201ATBB Voices & Piano

Words and Music by STEVE PARSONS
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

A true confession: this piece is mostly based on the ridiculously awful pun of turning “Yuletide” 
into “yule tide.” If you can get past that questionable bit of humor right away, you’ll have a fun 
time performing this tune! As a writer and orchestrator for musical theatre, I’ve always loved 
choral works that involved some storytelling and silly staging, so when I pondered ideas for a 
new holiday selection that seemed like a perfect way to go. Then, after hitting on the notion to 
resurrect the afore-mentioned pun, I found that nothing says “tidal” better than a sea shanty, 
and off I went charting the perilous journey of Santa’s elves (also, in fair disclosure, you’ll also 
be dealing with an additional bad pun that turns a hearty sailor’s “Yo Ho Ho” into Santa’s “Ho 
Ho Ho,” just so we get that out of the way now.)

Still here? Are you sure? Great! A few general notes to help you out: I kept the ranges fairly 
modest so that all sizes of groups should be able to achieve a good, strong blend. When dealing 
with this kind of semi-staged piece, obviously the vocals need to be tight and diction precise 
so that the admittedly ridiculous jokes land. However, one important element I’ve learned in 
years of writing and directing theatre: if the performers keep the whole thing as serious and 
self-contained as a Chekhov drama and don’t mug or play to the audience, it’s inherently 
funnier...just trust me on this. The more they believe in and set up a scene for the audience, 
the more ridiculous it becomes. In addition, you are welcome to add appropriate costuming or 
props as you wish. I’ve also included dialogue in the chart that features some offstage lines and 
sound effects, so you can have these either be done live or pre-recorded depending on your 
performance space. Don’t be afraid to add accordion (real or keyboard-based,) pennywhistle 
or tambourine to complete the nautical feel.

Overall, just have some festive fun with my wacked-out version of a sea shanty! Happy holidays!

A Yuletide Sea Shanty

About the Composer
Steve is an award-winning composer, orchestrator, and music 

director. His composing credits include: Evensong(for Choir and 
Orchestra,) Seascapes (RBC Publications,) Frankenstein: The 
Puppet Opera (Translations Art Gallery,) Visions (an oratorio 
based on the book of Revelation,) Rise City Silent, Sing!, College 
Slam (video game, Akklaim,) and numerous commissions for 
symphony orchestra, wind ensemble, and choral ensembles. 

An experienced arranger for marching bands and show 
choirs throughout the United States and Canada, many of his 

original works and arrangements have been featured in national 
championships, including several Outstanding Music awards at 

Bands of America finals.

Steve’s musical adaptation of A Christmas Carol is published by Steele Spring Stage Rights in 
Los Angeles and has enjoyed performances at The Players Guild Theatre (14 seasons,) New York 
(Off-Off Broadway,) Los Angeles, and Vietnam (The International Choir and Orchestra of Ho Chi 
Minh City.) As an orchestrator, he has arranged the Grateful Dead musical Cumberland Blues 
(NYMF, NY,) Life Could Be A Dream(Additional vocal arrangements/orchestrations, LA,) It’s 
A Wonderful Life (Regional,) and Footloose (Additional vocal arrangements/orchestrations, 
Rodgers & Hammerstein Library.) His other credits include: Nunsense and Nunsense A-Men! 
(music preparation, NY,) The Tick (member of the “Tickestra,” FOX,) and Defying Gravity: The 
Creative Career of Stephen Schwartz (consultant and contributor, Applause Books.)

Steve has both Bachelor of Music and Master of Arts degrees in composition from Kent
State University.
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Want to inform this composer that you are playing their piece? 

Scan the QR code to initiate contact with this composer about 
their piece or connect about commissions, remote rehearsal 
sessions, clinics or honor bands. Excelcia Music Publishing is 
giving you unprecedented access to your favorite composers.

Scan QR code or email: info@excelciamusic.com

TBB2201A

A Yuletide Sea Shanty
Silly and whimsical, this original holiday-themed sea shanty features puns 
a-plenty, and opportunities for spoken dialogue. Conservative voice ranges 
for the TBB ensemble allow all groups to set sail and join the search for Santa’s 
missing sleigh!

Steve’s music is energetic and fun. Student’s will be 
captivated by his heroic film-score like music. He 
has a wealth of experience composing outside of 
educational music that brings an exciting freshness 
to his pieces.

Steve Parsons
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