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Words and Music by KARA STACY BEDWELL
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

As a chorus student myself, I have grown up singing dainty and lyrical songs about love. This 
piece is intended to reverse many of the romantic tropes which have been used for centuries, 
and give someone the opportunity to push back against a suiter’s relentless pursuits. The 
Bouquet utilizes the strophic form commonly found in folksongs and work songs, and is 
built from several short motifs which repeat throughout. It should be sung with a relaxed and 
sarcastic tone. 

He loves me, he loves me not!
He loves me, he loves me not!

Jack gave me a daffodil,
Thought we’d be a Jack and Jill.
Jack said he’d give me the world

But Jack’s said that to other girls!

Pluck the petals off one by one,
Sing until the work is done!

Sweep the petals up off the floor
And pray the suitors will call no more!

Jack gave me a marigold,
Offered me his hand to hold,

But I saw Jack at the dancin’ hall
Cheek-to-cheek with one and all!

Lilies, Daisies, Buttercup
Iris, Peony, Crocus Buds,
Tulips, Orchids, Violets,

Name a flower and Jack has tried it!

I decided to pay him back,
And picked a bouquet for darling Jack:

Oleander and Hemlock,
Foxglove and Nightshade.

Maybe now Jack knows to stay away!

The Bouquet

About the Composer
Kara Stacy (b. 1998) is an emerging composer based in Central 

Florida who has graduated with a BA in Music Education from 
Florida Southern College and is pursuing an MME from Florida 
State University. Most recently, Kara was the winner of the 2020 
Raymond Brock Memorial Student Composer’s Competition 
through the American Choral Director’s Association. As 
a primarily choral composer, she prides herself in writing 

melodies that are both accessible and exciting to her students, 
and lyrics from a wide variety of poets.
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