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           About the Composer 
Carol Brittin Chambers is currently the composer and owner of Aspenwood Music, 

LLC. She lives in San Antonio, Texas, where she is also on the music faculty at Texas 
Lutheran University.

Chambers is commissioned each year to compose and arrange works for concert 
band, marching band, orchestra, and various other ensembles. Her concert works 
have been selected to the J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List and the Bandworld Top 
100 and have been performed at state educator conferences across the country, 

including the Midwest Clinic in Chicago. She was named the winner of the 2019 
WBDI (Women Band Directors International) Composition Competition. She has 

arranged and orchestrated marching shows for numerous high school and college 
bands across the country, as well as The Crossmen Drum Corps.

Before coming to TLU, Chambers taught middle school and high school band and private lessons for many years in the 
North East Independent School District, San Antonio, TX. She has also consistently performed with groups such as the 
Mid-Texas and San Antonio Symphonies.

Chambers received a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from Northwestern University and a Bachelor of Music 
Education from Texas Tech University. She studied under Vincent Cichowicz, John Paynter, Arnold Jacobs, James 
Sudduth, and Will Strieder.

Land of Enchantment was commissioned by the Las Cruces High School Band in Las Cruces, NM, directed by Ty Frederick and 
Tai Mikulecky. The piece premiered for the New Mexico Music Educators Association State Honor Band in January 2021.

Land of Enchantment pays tribute to one of my favorite places on earth, New Mexico. The state’s nickname is, in fact, 
Land of Enchantment. In my youth, I spent much time there with my family every year at our cabin in northern New 
Mexico, and now, with my own children and husband, we continue the tradition. It was there that I began to develop an 
appreciation and respect for nature in general and also for the area’s rich history and culture.

The piece is in four continuous episodes, or movements, which are titled:
  I. Breath    II. Landscape  III. Starry Night       IV. Heartbeat

I. Breath begins with several sound effects: Wind, Rain, and Birds. All of these are beautiful sounds one can hear when 
sitting beside mountain streams and lakes or when hiking through the desert or high country. With a quiet mind comes 
acute discernment and the realization of how many diverse sounds actually exist in nature. The first breath, whether it be 
of the day, or someone’s life, or a new adventure, is powerful.  II. Landscape depicts the endless expanse of rolling hills, 
flat mesas, and jagged arroyos seen when traveling across the state. The slurred, syncopated patterns in the woodwind 
parts add a certain lilt to the journey. From the Chamisa to the Pinon tree, from the Black Bear to the Roadrunner, there is 
so much to see and absorb.  III. Starry Night begins with woodwind choir accompanied by tinkling bell and wind chime 
sounds, all meant to remind us of a star-filled sky. Never have I seen so many stars! New Mexico is the place where I first 
learned about the Milky Way. The brass chorale at Measure 107 provides a powerful statement depicting the vastness 
of the awesome sky. Finally,  IV. Heartbeat is just that…a steady pulse that grows stronger and stronger, building up to 
intense drumming, lightning strikes, and thunder claps. This section of the piece not only pays tribute to the state’s long 
history and tapestry of cultures, such as the Pueblo Native Americans, it also reminds us of the power of nature. Nature 
should never be taken for granted, and it deserves our utmost respect.

Notes to the Conductor
1. The wind at the very beginning of the piece is a soundscape effect. Students will stagger either blowing warm air through 
their instruments or creating a wind sound indicated by “shhh.” The “shhh” effect works best if the students blow air 
through a somewhat open fist held up to the mouth. They can also alter the sound somewhat by forming an “O” or “Oo” 
with their lips while blowing warm air through the fist. Experiment, and see which sounds most emulate the wind!
2. In measure 5, percussionists (or other students) may begin adding in Owl sounds and other bird sounds. Owl whistles 
may be used, but a low “Hoo-hoo” with the voice works just as well. Experimentation with other ocarinas and bird 
whistles is also welcome.
3. The percussion parts are handled best with seven players.
4. Beginning in measure 17, the thunder and lightning effects in the Percussion 3 part are to be played with a Thunder Tube, 
preferably at least 6x6 in size. As one shakes the drum side to side, it will sound like thunder. Begin slowly, then speed up 
to increase the volume. Finally, in measure 122 and 124, whip the wrist strongly and quickly to create the lightning strike.
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Land of EnchantmentFull Score

© 2022 by Excelcia Music Publishing, LLC •  International Copyright Secured •  All Rights Reserved Including Performing Rights
Recording available on all major streaming services

Commissioned by the Las Cruces High School Band: Las Cruces, NM, Ty Frederick and Tai Mikulecky, directors
for the 2021 New Mexico Music Educators Association State Honor Band
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