
Prelude Band Series
TM

Instrumentation

Grade 1/2

Full Score     1
Flute      8
Oboe (Opt. Flute 2)    2
B≤ Clarinet     8
Bass Clarinet     2
Alto Saxophone    5
Tenor Saxophone    2
Baritone Saxophone    2
B≤ Trumpet     8
Horn in F     4
Alternate Horn in F    2
Trombone/Euphonium/Bassoon  6
Alternate Trombone    2
Baritone T.C.     2
Tuba      4
Timpani (G: C)     2
Mallets      2

Bells 
Percussion 1     2

Snare Drum, Bass Drum
Percussion 2     4 

Anvil, Vibraslap, Suspended Cymbal,
Tambourine 

Percussion 3     4 
Crash Cymbals, Cabasa, Claves, Rainstick 

Megaliths
MATTHEW R. PUTNAM
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Recordings are available on all major streaming services.

Megaliths are large prehistoric stone structures that can be found all over Europe. Although Stonehenge 
in England is the most famous of these, over 35,000 megaliths have been discovered from Sweden to 
the Mediterranean Sea. The term megalith derives from two Greek words: mega for great and lithos for 
stone. The construction and alignment of these ancient structures could be highly sophisticated. Specific 
rock shapes were carved to meet particular design requirements, while the structures themselves were 
sometimes positioned in relation to the stars or the solstice. A cloud of mystery shrouds these ancient 
sites and provokes onlookers to ask as yet unanswered questions: How were ancient people able to move 
and lift these huge stones into place? What was their purpose? What types of ceremonies or rituals took 
place at these sites?

Megaliths is a bold composition for beginning bands that captures the power and mystique of these 
prehistoric monuments. It is based on the Aelolian mode and requires only the first six notes taught 
in most method books. The expanded percussion parts incorporate a variety of instruments and will 
keep the percussion section engaged. The wind parts utilize only basic quarter note rhythmic patterns 
ensuring that it is playable by even the youngest of musicians. 

I hope you find Megaliths an exciting addition to your band library and I wish you great success in 
performing it!

About the Composer

Megaliths

Matthew Putnam is a North Carolina native who is a band and choral director, 
composer, arranger, and educator. He received his B.A. in Music Education 

from Limestone College in Gaffney, South Carolina. He’s been teaching 
music in the North Carolina public school system for 27+ years. Matt also 
holds professional membership in both ASCAP and NAfME. Currently, 
he is the director of bands at Polk County Middle School in Mill Spring, 
North Carolina, and also the director of music at Bethany Baptist Church 

in Forest City, North Carolina. Matt was selected as the Polk County 
Middle School “Teacher Of The Year” for the 2018-2019 school year. Over 

the course of his career, Matt has written hundreds of custom arrangements 
and compositions for middle school, high school, and college bands across the 

country. Matt also enjoys being an active drill designer for marching bands. Matt Putnam is deeply 
devoted to music, his students, his community, and his family.

excelciamusic.com/matthew-putnam matthewrputnamcomposer excelciamusicpublishing
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Flute

Oboe
(Opt. Flute 2)

Bb Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

Alto 
Saxophone

Tenor 
Saxophone

Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 

Horn in F

Alternate 
Horn in F

Trombone/
Euphonium/
Bassoon

Alternate
Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
(C: G)

Mallets
(Bells)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum)

Percussion 2
(Anvil, Vibraslap,
 Suspended Cymbal, 
Tambourine)

Percussion 3
(Crash Cymbals,
Cabasa, Claves
Rainstick)
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