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About the Composer

Steve Wiest is a multiple Grammy-nominated trombonist, composer, author, and cartoonist. The former soloist and writer for Maynard

Ferguson, Steve went on to perform on the road with Doc Severinsen and the Old Tonight Show Orchestra as well as many other artists.

Steve has numerous recordings out as a leader, the most recent of which is the debut album from the critically-acclaimed all-star horn
band Vinyl Hampdin. Along with being the trombonist with the group, Wiest has composed and arranged all eleven tracks for their
new recording titled “RED.” Joining Steve in Vinyl Hampdin is an all-star assemblage of Grammy and Juno winners: Lisa Dodd, Frank
David Greene, Ray Herrmann, Sly5thAve, Stockton Helbing, Ryan Davidson, Eric Gunnison, Art Bouton, and Gerald Stockton.

In the world of jazz education, Steve was formerly the Director of the One O’Clock Lab Band at The University of North Texas and
is now Co-Chair of Jazz Studies at The University of Denver’s Lamont School of Music where he teaches arranging, composition, jazz
trombone and directs the award-winning Lamont Jazz Orchestra. In high demand as a clinician, composer and conductor, Wiest has
directed many all-state ensembles and appeared as a guest artist and clinician all over the world.

Signal Drop
(with interference)
#2 in the Smart Phone Series

Don’t you just love it when you reach an incredibly important moment in a conversation on your smart phone ...perhaps a romantic high point where you
commit bravely to saying “I love you” and suddenly?all you heaffrom the other person is...NOTHING! “And...do you love me too?” You ask frantically. What
has just happened is ...your carrier signal dropped! A lame handoff between cell towers just like a relay runner dropping the baton. “D’OH!” Another scenario
is you make an important earth-shattering announcement, orworse: hit the punchline of a SLAMMIN’ joke onlyto be met by... CRICKETS! “Ooh, tough house!
Is this thing on?” You say hoping to salvage the moment. But fear not! The cell tower just dropped your signal!

Ah, the joys of communication in a wisfi world.

This chart also comes with a subtitle: “With Intefference.” This has,té do with an elegtronic-visitation that occurs inja recording studio, or on a concert speaker
system... usually at the most Zinfortunate moment. What gets recorded or enjoyed by the audience at times such as these is_interference from a cell phone that
sounds like a James Brown {Funky Drummer” excerpt. Bat sadly, Clyde Stubblefield ismot sitting in with your band... it's§just that someone forgot to turn off
their “smart phone.” “D’OHW

Performance Notes

One of the most important techniques in “straight ahead swing”\(along with*the MOST important thing: great swinging TIME) is-exaggerated dynamics. In the
case of Signal Drop the first two notes are a great example. Play the “and of four” in Measure 1 forte then the ensemble comes(in jon beat two of measure 2
softer. It is the exaggeration of dynamics that help to get a chart up to the most swinging level possible (just listen to any Count Basie recording and you’ll hear
what | mean!) This exaggeration of dynamics, along with rhythmig displacement, needs careful atténtion, on this piece.

The “Signal Drop” aspect (programmatically-speaking) happens with all of the uncomfartable fullsmeasure rests."An example of this is measure 4. The effect
seems to say: “Hey! What happened to my signal? You still there?” To pull off this effect, you will need to count internally so that you don’t come in early!

The unusual rhythm that really seems as though it doesn't fit the music first happens at measure 26. This is the “Interference” theme. Play it very straight with
nice clipped short staccato notes to get the right effect. Once again, exaggerate this theme and it will sound cool!

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found @ You
aZZ O O and used by going to excelciamusic.com

:c and searching for the title of this piece. steve-wiest.com excelciamusicpublishing
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Signal Drop - Full Score
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