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About the Composer

Blair Bielawski has an extensive and varied background in music education, composition, and performance. He holds a BA from
Carroll University (Waukesha, WI) and an MA from the University of Wisconsin.

Currently, Blair is the Jazz Editor at Excelcia Music Publishing. An accomplished composer and arranger, he has over 70
compositions and arrangements in print, as well as many commissions for college, high school, and middle school groups
throughout the United States. His music for jazz ensemble has been published by Hal Leonard, Lorenz/Heritage JazzWorks,
Alfred and Kendor.

Blair has been recognized by ASCAP for his compositions for jazz ensemble and vocal jazz choir. His music has appeared in many
network and cable TV shows including Blind Spot, CSI, Agents of SHIELD and Las Vegas. His movie credits include “The Imitation
Game” and “The Box”.

As a performer, Blair has worked with artists including Natalie Cole Tony Bennett, Aretha Franklin, the Temptations and the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.
He has worked with the Broadway touring companies of 42nd Street, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Annie, Chicago, A Chorus Line, and Guys and Dolls. As a
clinician, he has presented workshops for Ohio&6lorado, Minnesota, Illinois, California, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Florida Music Educator Conferences
as well as being the featured speaker for sesgions in London, Toronto, and Vancouver.

Overdrive

When | was teaching high schoolgl'almost alwaysgvad a Guitarplayer in atdleast'one of thejazz ensembles, and they were usually electric Guitar players.
Obviously, there is a lot of jazz ensemble music that does pot lenddtself to that instrament, so | was always looking for ways to get them involved beyond
teaching them Freddie Green style. So, fast forward to 2027...1 décided to try and write something that could actually use@lectric Guitar and let the player
experiment with various sounds that would seund good'when<deubling-the wind-instruments. While Overdrive is-not-reallysa” Guitar feature, it could easily
morph into one with the right player. I'd like to.dedicate this piece to-two of my, former students (Bill andiAndy) who helped teach me that a good Guitar player
can be a real asset to a jazz ensemble, and that it is great to think outsidesthebex semetimes.

Performance Notes

The introduction and several passages in'the chart that call for “bell tone” attacks'in the winds, so'makejsure‘these are crisp, ¢lean and well defined. The section
starting at 51 is built around a repeating four measure phrase in the Tenor and'Bari Saxes/ Trombanes and Guitag that is enveloped by cascading scale figures in
the Trumpets and Alto Saxes. This entire section should-serve as'a buildup-to-the hits'in 69, which are-followed by echoes‘of the previous scale patterns. There
are written solos for Alto Sax 1, Trumpet 1 and Guitar. The solos are the same for the Alto and Guitar, so you might want to experiment with them playing the
line together.

Jazz Solo Practice Tracks can be found %’ You
a Z Z O and used by going to excelciamusic.com

PRACTICE TRACKS and searching for the title of this piece. excelciamusic.com/blair-bielawski bbielawski excelciamusicpublishing
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