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Jazz Exploration Series

Instrumentation
Full Score					     1
Alto Saxophone 1				    1
Alto Saxophone 2				    1
Tenor Saxophone 1				    1
Tenor Saxophone 2 (optional)			   1
Baritone Saxophone (optional)			   1
Trumpet 1					     1
Trumpet 2					     1
Trumpet 3 (optional)				    1
Trumpet 4 (optional) 				    1
Trombone 1					     1
Trombone 2 (optional)				    1
Trombone 3 (optional)				    1
Trombone 4 (optional) 				   1
Guitar (optional)				    1
Piano						      1
Bass						      1
Drums						      1
Flute (optional)	 				    1
Clarinet (optional)				    1
Horn in F (optional)				    1
Tuba (optional)	 				    1

Alley Cat Struttin’
DAVID SAMUEL

Grade 11/2



Sometimes it is fun to show off, like a cat strutting around the neighborhood as the coolest thing around. I wanted young musicians to be able to “strut their 
stuff” by highlighting techniques such as playing one on a part, improvising and performing like swinging Jazz cats! Yowl at the moon and scream for some food! 
 

Performance notes

Learning how to play Jazz is all about learning how to swing! This piece was conceived to help teach this style to beginning Jazz students. All the sections 
in the ensemble have isolated groups of repeated eighth notes so they can practice their “du-dot” and “du-bah-du-dot” articulations in the context of a fun 
tune. The piece opens with a four-bar tutti that leads straight into the main theme. The melody is then carried by the entire Saxophone section as the brass 
section responds. After the solo section, the shout-chorus  “conversation” between the Saxophones and brass continues, but it is more aggressive, like a 
back alley scuffle. 

Alley Cat Struttin’

David Samuel is a native of Pensacola, Florida. He received his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education at Troy University. After 
graduation, David continued his education at Troy where he obtained his Master’s Degree in the Science of Education. David 
has composed and arranged music for concert bands jazz bands, and marching bands around the southeast and is a multi-award 
winning writer for his music on JW Pepper. In addition to his composing and arranging, David enjoys performing live as a jazz 
pianist. David is currently the Director of Bands at Foley High School in Foley, Alabama.

About the Composer

excelciamusic.com/david-samuel davidsamuelmusic excelciamusicpublishing

Champion Fanfare 	       Grade 1
In Autumn’s Moonlight	                     Grade    1    .  5
Sunset Lullaby 		        Grade 2
On That Night, All Was Silent   Grade 3

Alley Cat Struttin’ 	 	                     Grade 1    .  5 
A Little Nice and a Lot Sassy                Grade 4

Excelcia Concert Band Series Excelcia Jazz Ensemble Series
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