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Jazz Exploration Series

Instrumentation
Full Score     1
Alto Saxophone 1    1
Alto Saxophone 2    1
Tenor Saxophone 1    1
Tenor Saxophone 2 (optional)   1
Baritone Saxophone (optional)   1
Trumpet 1     1
Trumpet 2     1
Trumpet 3 (optional)    1
Trumpet 4 (optional)     1
Trombone 1     1
Trombone 2 (optional)    1
Trombone 3 (optional)    1
Trombone 4 (optional)     1
Guitar (optional)    1
Piano      1
Bass      1
Drums      1
Flute (optional)     1
Clarinet (optional)    1
Horn in F (optional)    1
Tuba (optional)     1

Easy Way Out
JACK COOPER

Grade 11/2



Jack Cooper (b. 1963) grew up in a rich musical environment of many styles of music. This is reflected in his chamber works all the way 
through his large ensemble and vocal writing. From 1989 thru 1995, Jack served in the sax section and as staff arranger touring and 
recording with the U.S. Army Jazz Knights. Since 1993, he has a long list of works with CPP Belwin, Warner Brothers, Alfred, UNC 
Jazz Press, and numerous other publishers; numerous recordings of his works can be heard with Summit, Centaur, SkyDeck and 
Origin Records. He is the musical director of the Jazz Orchestra of the Delta. Jack has served as the staff arranger with the Berlin 
Jazz Orchestra since 2015; his music can be heard internationally in live performances and through broadcast media.

Jack earned his undergraduate and master’s degrees from California State University, Los Angeles and eventually a doctorate in 
composition from the University of Texas at Austin. He is currently Professor of Music (jazz studies) at the University of Memphis 

Scheidt School of Music (since 1998). He served on the faculty of the Hochschule der populären Künste in Berlin (2015-16) and currently 
lives in both Memphis TN and in the Schöneberg district of Berlin, Germany.

The iconic Count Basie Orchestra and the music written for the band in the 1950s/1960s inspired this composition. Personally, I am a huge fan of Basie’s group 
and specifically that era Jazz. I love the music of Neal Hefti, Frank Foster, Ernie Wilkins, Quincy Jones, and Thad Jones. Easy Way Out is also inspired by the 
music Earl Hagen wrote for television and movies in the 1960s. I’ve included some listening resources below that I feel will enhance your student’s experience 
with this piece: 
 

Lil’ Darlin’ (by Neal Hefti) – from the album Basie Live in Milan
Pensive Mist (by Neal Hefti) - from the album Basie Plays Hefti
The Elder (by Thad Jones) – from the album Back With Basie
Shiny Stockings (by Frank Foster) – from the album April in Paris
Jessica’s Day (by Quincy Jones) - from the album Basie: One More Time

Performance Notes
 
The drummer needs to use brushes from the start until measure 19 and then switch to sticks. Drummers such as Sonny Payne, Mel Lewis, and Philly Joe 
Jones provide excellent examples of how to do this. An important aspect of Easy Way Out is the solo material (for Tenor Sax/Trumpet/Trombone). All three 
solos provide good models to get started. A great deal of the material for these solos was intentionally transcribed and taken from the legendary jazz artists 
Dexter Gordon (Tenor Sax), Fats Navarro (Trumpet) and J.J. Johnson (Trombone). Listen to these artists and the way they “say” things; how they phrase, and the 
emphasis they place on certain notes. 

About the Composer

Easy Way Out

excelciamusic.com/jack-cooper excelciamusicpublishing
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A7 Bb69

A7 Bb6
ENS:

^
^
^
^
^

> ^
> ^

>
^

>
^

> ^
> ^
> ^

>
^

> ^

^ ^

^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^

>
>
>
>

>

>
>
>
>

^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^

^
^
^
^
^

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

^

^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^
^ ^

>≤
>≤
>
≤
>≤>≤
>
≤
>≤

>≤
^ ^
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&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
?
?
?
?

&
&
?
?

÷

##
##
#
#
##
#
#
#
#

b
b
b
b
b
b
b
b

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Pno.

‰ Jœ- œ œ- œ# ‰ Jœ
‰ Jœ- œ œ- œ# ‰ Jœ
‰ Jœ- œ œ- œ# ‰ Jœ

‰ Jœ- œ œ- œ# ‰ Jœ

‰ Jœ- œ œ- œ# ‰ Jœ
Ó ‰ Jœ Œ
Ó ‰ Jœ Œ
Ó ‰ jœ# Œ
Ó ‰ jœ# Œ
Ó ‰ Jœ Œ
Ó ‰ Jœb Œ
Ó ‰ Jœ Œ
Ó ‰ jœ Œ
‰ Jœ- œ œ- œ# ‰ Jœ

‰ jœ œ œ œ# ‰ jœœ
Ó Œ ‰ Jœœ

œ œ œ œ ‰ Jœb

64

’ ’ ’ ’Ó ‰ jœ Œ

A7 Bb9 Ebma7

A7 Bb7 Ebma7

w
w
w
w
w
‰ Jœ ‰ Jœ#- œn œ
‰ Jœ ‰ Jœ#- œn œ
‰ jœ ‰ jœ#- œn œ
‰ jœ ‰ jœ#- œn œ
‰ Jœ ‰ Jœb- œ œn

‰ Jœ ‰ Jœb- œ œ

‰ Jœ ‰ Jœb- œ œ
‰ Jœ ‰ Jœb- œ œ
w

ww
ww
œ œ œ œ
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’ ’ ’ ’‰ jœ ‰ jœ œ œ

F
F
F
F
F
F
F
F

F

Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ# œ
Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ# œ
Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ# œ

Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ# œ

Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ# œ
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
œ œ Œ Ó
Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ# œ

..œœ jœœ ˙̇

..œœ Jœœb ˙̇

œ œ œ œ#

66

’ ’ ’ ’œ œ Œ Ó

Emi7(b5) A7(b9)

Emi7(b5) A7

f
f
f
f
f
f
f
f

f F

œn œ Œ Œ œ œn

œn œ Œ Œ œ œn
œn œ Œ Œ œ œn
œn œ Œ Œ œ œn
œn œ Œ Œ œ# œ
Œ ‰ Jœ Œ œ œn

Œ ‰ Jœ Ó
Œ ‰ jœ# Ó
Œ ‰ jœ Ó
Œ ‰ Jœn Œ œ œb

Œ ‰ Jœ Œ œ œb

Œ ‰ Jœ Œ œn œ
Œ ‰ Jœ Œ œn œ
œn œ Œ Œ œ œb

..œœ jœ Œ œ œb
..œœb Jœœœn Ó
œ œb œ œn œ
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’ ’ ’ ’Œ ‰ jœ Ó

Dmi7(b5)

Dmi7(b5) G7 Cmi7

F
F
F
F
F
F

F
F
F
F

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œn œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑
∑
∑

œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ
œ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑
œ œ œ œ œ

68

x x x x x œŒ x Œ x œ

F13 Bb6

Œ ‰ Jœ ˙
Œ ‰ Jœ ˙
Œ ‰ Jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ Jœ ˙

Œ ‰ Jœ ˙

Œ ‰ Jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœ ˙
Œ ‰ jœœ ˙̇
Œ ‰ Jœœ ˙̇

Œ ‰ jœ ˙

69

‰ jœ œ x XŒ ‰ Jœ ˙

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P

P

^ ^ >
^ ^ >
^ ^ >
^ ^ >
^ ^ >

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

^ ^ >

^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^
^ ^ ^

>
>
>
>
>

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

>

^
^
^
^
^

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

^

^
^
^
^

^ ^
^

^
^
^
^

> U
> U
> U

>
U

>
U

>
U

>
U

>
U

>
U

> U

> U

> U

>
U

>
U
U

> U

>
U
U
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