
Prelude Band Series
TM

Instrumentation

Heroic Entrance
DAVID RIGGS

Grade 1

Full Score     1
Flute      8
Oboe      2
B≤ Clarinet     8
Bass Clarinet     2
Alto Saxophone    5
Tenor Saxophone    2
Baritone Saxophone    2
B≤ Trumpet     8
Horn in F     4
Alternate Horn in F    2
Trombone/Euphonium/Bassoon  3
Alternate Trombone    2
Baritone T.C.     2
Tuba      4
Timpani     2
Mallets      1

Bells
Percussion 1     2

Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Optional Tom-tom
Percussion 2     2

Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal 



From its bold opening to its dramatic finish, this original composition by David Riggs is sure to please 
performers and audiences alike. Heroic Entrance will be the perfect opening number on your beginner 
band’s first concert. 

Performance Notes

The opening of Heroic Entrance should be played in a marcato style, with careful attention to dynamics 
and articulations, particularly the staccato, with which young players may be unfamiliar. M. 11 is marked 
at a π dynamic level while playing legato style. Do not allow the tempo to slow down. Keeping in mind 
common instrumentation limitations in very young groups, parts are liberally doubled. The indications 
of 1st X only and 2nd X only are optional. It is acceptable to play all parts both times if needed. At M. 21 
the Percussion break should be played with confidence with M. 25 being a reprise of the introduction. 
The ritardando and decrescendo at measure 31 should not be hurried. Low brass at M. 33 need to enter 
at a strong Forte level to allow the decrescendo at M. 34 to be effective. Through the slow section cues 
are provided to help compensate for limited instrumentation, however, they should be used only as 
necessary to achieve a balanced sound.  The closing of the piece is an extended reference to the beginning.

Please consider these suggestions and feel free to use your own judgement to interpret this piece to fit 
your group. 

David Riggs, 2019

About the Composer

About Heroic Entrance

A native of Iowa, Riggs graduated from Troy State University in 1976 with a 
Bachelor of Music Education degree. After teaching 11 years in Alabama, 
he moved to Pace, Fl where he taught at Pace Middle School and Avalon 
Middle School. Riggs retired in 2017 after teaching 44 years in Middle 
School and High School, with 39 of those years in Middle School.
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Flute

Oboe
(Opt. Flute 2)

Bb Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

Alto 
Saxophone

Tenor 
Saxophone

Baritone 
Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 

Horn in F

Alternate 
Horn in F

Trombone/
Euphonium/
Bassoon

Alternate
Trombone

Tuba

Timpani
(Bb: Eb)

Mallets
(Bells)

Percussion 1
(Snare Drum,
Bass Drum,
Optional Tom–tom)

Percussion 2
(Crash Cymbal,
Suspended Cymbal)
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Excelcia Music Publishing
Concert Band Series

Excelcia Music Publishing Concert Band Series

Concert band music from Excelcia Music Publishing is published in five color-coded series: Prelude (grade .5), Da Capo (grade 1), 
Harmony (grade 1.5), Intermezzo (grade 2 to 2.5), Rhapsody (grade 3 to 3.5) and Maestro (grade 4 and up). Each series is carefully graded 
with composers following strict criteria established by the editorial team. Rest assured when you pick a piece in a specific series and grade 
level, it will fit your band’s developmental needs regarding ranges, keys, rhythms, etc. Each piece has been highly vetted in the selection 
process and meticulously edited, so you know you are getting the best quality music for concert band available today. The score and parts 
are beautifully set for ease of reading, with unique features like oversized time signatures in the conductor’s scores and measure numbers 
on the parts at every measure, to help facilitate efficient rehearsals. Professional recordings of each piece are available and can be used as 
pedagogical examples for your students of good tone and musicianship. Many pieces in the series are available on SmartMusic. Expect 
the finest music by the best composers from Excelcia Music Publishing—Music that Inspires.

TM

Prelude Concert Band Series (Gr. .5)

Anthem of Triumph  Tyler Arcari
Intuition   Larry Clark
First Holiday Fanfare  Matthew R. Putnam
Thunderbound  Sean O’Loughlin
Darkwing   Peter Terry

Da Capo Concert Band Series (Gr. 1)

A Torch Was Brought        arr. Tyler Arcari
Blades of Steel  Larry Clark
Passacaglia Variants  Sean O’Loughlin
Cadets in Step!  Matthew R. Putnam
Golden Dawn   Peter Terry
Champion Fanfare  David Samuel

Harmony Concert Band Series (Gr. 1.5)

Tempt the Machine  Tyler Arcari
Shining Moments  Larry Clark
Zig Zag   Sean O’Loughlin
Clear Resolve   John M. Pasternak
Morning Star   Chris Ferguson
Sky Bound   Jon Bubbett
Tower of Inspiration  Robert Thurston
All for One, One for All Carol Brittin Chambers
Against the Clock  Jay Coles
Low Brass on the Housetop John M. Pasternak
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Prelude Band Series Grade 1/2
TM

Excelcia Music Publishing

Excelcia Music Publishing, llc
402 S. Kentucky Ave. Suite 210

Lakeland, FL 33801
(863) 213-3100

ExcelciaMusic.com

PCB1906  – Set
PCB1906FS – Full Score
PCB1906P – Parts
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